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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Recent advances in ecosystem monitoring have led to the development of comprehensive
assessment protocols that evaluate water body integrity by analyzing biological indices derived
from aquatic community structures. While physicochemical parameters provide a snapshot of
water quality during sampling, they are subject to temporal variability and may not reflect long-
term ecological conditions. Consequently, biological indicators based on the presence or
absence of aquatic organisms have become increasingly important in assessing water quality
and ecological classification. This study aimed to investigate the habitat preferences of Garra
rezai and their seasonal variations in the Iranian section of the Little Zab River, located in West
Azerbaijan Province, through sampling conducted across four seasons.

Materials and Methods

Specimens of G. rezai were collected using an electrofishing device (Samus MP750) at six
stations along the Little Zab River over four seasons, from October 2021 to September 2022.
The kernel smoothing method was employed to evaluate habitat preferences. Environmental
variables measured at each station included water temperature, slope, flow velocity, river width,
depth, altitude, pH, electrical conductivity (EC), and total dissolved solids (TDS). Linear
regression was used to assess the relationship between environmental variables and the
abundance of G. rezai at each station. The Akaike Information Criterion (AIC) was calculated
to determine the optimal model and used to measure habitat suitability. All statistical analyses
were performed using R and Microsoft Excel.

Results

The results showed that the preferred habitats of this species in spring are those with high pH,
high temperature, low TDS, medium EC, high altitude, medium water velocity, medium depth,
large river width, and low slope. The most preferred areas in the summer have high pH, high
temperature, low TDS, medium EC, higher altitude, low depth, medium river width, higher
water velocity, and medium slope. The results of the autumn season revealed that the preferred
habitats have high pH, lower temperature, low TDS, medium EC, high altitude, medium depth,
medium river width, high water velocity, and medium slope. In the winter, it was also found
that the preferred habitats of this species have higher pH, medium TDS, high EC, high altitude,
medium depth, high river width, medium water velocity, and low slope.

Conclusions
Overall, G. rezai displayed variable habitat preferences across seasons, primarily driven by
changes in temperature and hydrological conditions. These seasonal shifts reflect the species’
ecological flexibility and its adaptation to varying environmental conditions to meet biological
requirements.
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