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Proper management and optimum utilization of river ecosystems need to understand the
main components of these ecosystems, especially the aquatic plants and their
communities. For this purpose, aquatic plant vegetation of Maroon and Kheyrabad Rivers
was studied in Khuzestan province along the longitudinal and transverse transects in 12
different sites of the studied rivers. Plant communities were distinguished according to
the life forms of dominant species and their habitat conditions were recorded. The results
showed 36 aquatic species of 17 plant families, of which 20 species were common
elements of Irano-Turanian, Caspian, and Khalij-Ommanian elements. Families of
Cyperaceae, Poaceae, and Potamogetonaceae had the most species numbers among
identified families, respectively. The amphibious, emergent, and submerged plants were
also the dominant life forms of riverine aquatics, respectively. According to the dominant
life forms of studied aquatic plants and their environmental condition, six aquatic plant
communities were identified, including two communities of Amphibious plants (Popolus
euphratica and Tamarix passerinoides), three communities of emergent plants
(Phragmites australis, Thypha domengensis, and Holoshcoenus littoralis) and one
community of submerged plants (potammogeton nodosus). Amphibious communities are
established on sandy soils, emergent communities on fine and relatively deep sediments
with medium to slow water velocity, and submerged communities on fine and relatively
deep sediments with very calm currents and also in support of emergent plants.
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Asteraceae
Sl s oy (s oyl Koy o5 dlSy ile Xanthium strumarium L.
Ceratophyllaceae
Sles gl o6y (g5 ol JYPUSES Aoty ile Ceratophyllum demersum L.
Cyperaceae
Sles s sy s o) b Aoty ile Cyperus distachyos All. (161)
G s oyl Sl Al ile Cyperus fuscus L. (160)
G s oyl Sl dloss il Cyperus longus L. (145)
Sles s oy s oy Sl dloxi> e Cyperus rotundus L. (159)
Sles gls sy yss o) sk dls 4 Fimbristylis  bisumbellata (Forssk.) Bubani
(170)
She s (653 Gy oyl St dlovs e Fimbristylis turkestanica B. Fedtsch. (171)
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Slee @l (6,53 Gy oyl RUEN dloxi> e Scirpoides holoschoenus (L.) Sojak (172)
Equisetaceae
Sles s oy s oy Sl Aoty ile Equisetum ramosissimum Desf. (152)
Euphorbiaceae
(B3 3y Jla) S5 loges Sy Sl > Ricinus communis L.
Gentianaceae
Sles mds ()5 (Shy ol R LS, ale Centaurium pulchellum (Sw.) Druce
Hydrocharitaceae
Sles s < lyes o] 59kl Aotz Ll Vallisneria spiralis L.
Juncaceae
Sles zld oy s o) sl dlosy il Juncus articulatus L. (144)
Shg ol St Aloss ile Juncus rigidus Desf. (173)
Lamiaceae
Slos s« lyss o) sl dloy il Mentha longifolia var. petiolata Boiss. (149)
Slos s« lyss o) Ly Sl Vitex agnus-castus L. (148)
Najadaceae

Sles @l 55 g ol JYRUSES dloxs il Najas marina L. (151)
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Slos s (g3 (e ol y9aboge V| WR VIS 1S Najas minor All.
Poaceae
Sles @ds (g5 (Jhs ol KT Aoty ale Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers.
Sles mls (g ol RV Aloss ile Dichanthium annulatum Stapf
Sles mls (g ol Yoy ALy ile Echinochloa colonum (L.) Link (155)
Sles mds (Jhs ol MagpeS Aoty ale Panicum repens L. (158)
Sles wds (Jhs ol MagpeS Aoty ale Paspalum distichum L. (156)
Y byl St Aoty ale Phragmites australis (Cav.) Steud. (157)
She ol KT Aoty ale Saccharum ravennae (L.) L. (147)
Potamogetonaceae
Sles w5 Sl ol y9abse Jloss Al Potamogeton crispus L. (153)
Slos mld )5 (S ol y9aboge V| R VI 1S Potamogeton nodosus Poir.
Sle zld (5 Sy ol s9abse Jloss Al Potamogeton pectinatus L. (154)
Ruppiaceae
Sles @ds (g5 (s ol 9dbgs Aoty ale Ruppia maritima L.
Salicaceae
Sles wds (Jhs ol Yo S5 Populus euphratica Olivier
Scrophulariaceae
Sles zds Sy ol R Aloyis e Bacopa monnieri (L.) Wettst. (150)
Tamaricaceae
Sles @dd (Jhs ol REWP lazas Tamarix passerinoides Delile
Typhaceae
Sles s (g5 (g ol St Ao le Typha domingensis Pers. (146)
Verbenaceae
Slos mls (g5 (e ol KHWON] Aok e Phyla nodiflora (L.) Greene (175)
Ol (sixio oSl (b i 028l pgy Ly 5
4igS Sluay
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